
  

   
 

VMG Congress 2027 
Speaker Fees & Expenses Policy  
 
Guiding Principles 
We are very proud of the quality and range of speakers and organisations that will be represented on the 
programme for VMG Congress.  We absolutely want to recognise their support and expertise, as well as the 
value of their time, in our fees and expenses policy, and we want to ensure that our speakers’ costs are covered.  
We must also be mindful that we are a small, non-profit organisation and have a responsibility to spend our 
members’ subscriptions carefully.   
 
Our policy on speaker fees and expenses for Congress 2027 is therefore as follows: 

 
Keynote Speakers 
Fees for keynote speakers will be negotiated individually with speakers’ agencies.  Accommodation will be 
provided if required and travel expenses paid. 

 
Main Programme Speakers 
A free two-day ticket will be provided for all speakers for both days of Congress.  This includes lunch on both 
days and as much tea, coffee and snacks as you can manage. 
 
Reasonable travel expenses within the UK will be paid for all main programme speakers.   
How to claim: Receipts/invoices must be provided to office@vetmg.com by Monday 11th May 2027 for 
reimbursement. 
‘Reasonable’ means a standard-class return train ticket or equivalent. 
 
Accommodation at the Crowne Plaza can be provided for main programme speakers if: 

• Their speaker slot starts prior to 12pm AND their travel time to Stratford-upon-Avon is over 90 minutes 
(accommodation will be provided for the previous night); OR 

• They are speaking on both days of Congress; OR 
• They have additional needs or access barriers that would be addressed by providing accommodation. 

How to claim: Accommodation will be booked by the VMG Office on request by completing the information 
form.  
 
Partners, colleagues, etc of speakers are very welcome to attend Congress but will be responsible for their own 
tickets and expenses. 
 
Speakers representing commercial organisations will not normally be paid a speaker fee as they are speaking 
as part of their day job (as well as using the event as a promotional opportunity).  Speakers representing charities 
or non-profit organisations, or those who work freelance, will be paid an honorarium based on the following 
hourly rate: 

• Single speaker: £195/hour 
• Two speakers: £115/hour each 
• Three or more speakers: £325/hour shared equally 

So, for example, a 50-minute session would command a fee of £162.50 for an individual speaker,  £95.83 each 
for paired speakers, and £90.28 each for a trio of speakers. 
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By agreeing to speak for at the VMG Congress 2027 speakers agree to not speak on the same topic for any 
other conference. 
 
To help us to promote your session we would be grateful if you could provide some video content for use on 
our social channels. We would like two videos, one filmed in portrait and one in landscape.  
 

1. An overview of your session and the key message delegates will be taking away 
2. A ‘Join me at congress’ video including the date of your session and what you will be discussing  

Top tips –  

• Make it personal and tell us why you are delighted to be invited to speak. 
• Filming can be done on a phone, just make sure the person filming has a steady hand. 
• Include where delegates can buy tickets (vetmg.com)  

Please send videos by WeTransfer to liz@custardpr.co.uk by the 31st October 2026. 

Session slides 

Please send your session slides to lou@custardpr.co.uk by the 16th April 2027 

 
Invoices must be provided to the VMG Office by Monday 11th May 2027 for payment. 
VMG reserves the right to record sessions to share with delegates and VMG members following Congress.  
 
Any queries about speaker fees and expenses should be directed to Lou Gillings -  lou@custardpr.co.uk. 
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